A Guide to Safe Boating in Maine, 1999 by Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Maine State Library
Digital Maine
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Law Books Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
1-1-1999
A Guide to Safe Boating in Maine, 1999
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalmaine.com/ifw_law_books
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife at Digital Maine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife Law Books by an authorized administrator of Digital Maine. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.
Recommended Citation
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, "A Guide to Safe Boating in Maine, 1999" (1999). Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Law
Books. 26.
https://digitalmaine.com/ifw_law_books/26
A GUIDE 
TO
SAFE BOATING
IN
MAINE
Prepared by the Maine 
Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife 
41 State House Station 
284 State Street 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0041
(April 1999)
D ea r M aine Boater:
O n behalf of the M aine D epartm ent of Inland Fisheries and  
W ildlife, and in the interest of your en joym ent and safety  w hile  
boating M aine's m ore than 5 ,0 0 0  lakes and ponds, w e  urge you  
to tak e  a  few  minutes to read this M aine Boating G uide.
M any of the standards explained in this guide are  established  
by M aine S tate  Law. W hile  all of the provisions of th e  M a in e  
boating laws are not listed in this booklet, the m ost im portant 
aspects of the law  are explained. A  com plete, detailed copy of 
the M a ine  boating laws is available from the D epartm ent.
B ecause recreational boating is increasing in popularity with 
m ore and m ore boaters taking to M aine's abundant w aters , 
sa fe  boat handling is m ore critical than ever. W hile  fam iliarity  
with this booklet will help you be a w iser, m ore com petent boat 
operator, you m ust alw ays be mindful of the “T h ree  C's" of 
sm art boating: C om m on sense, Courtesy and Cold w ater.
Accident statistics suggest that m any boaters do not rea lize  
the dangers of our cold w ater lakes, ponds and rivers. A s our 
M aine G am e W ardens can tell you, m any “drowning" victim s 
do not drown at all, they die from exposure to cold w ater. T h e  
body loses heat 3 0  tim es fas ter in cold w ater than in cold air. 
It is alm ost im possible to put on a  life jacke t w hen the shock of 
cold w ater hits, so life jackets should be worn by folks of all ag es  
w hen boating on cold w ater, especially in spring and fall.
If you are new  to M aine or to recreational boating and w ould like 
to learn m ore about safe boat handling, sa fe  boating courses  
are  held throughout the S tate . For m ore inform ation, you m ay  
contact:
Safety Division
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife 
8 Federal Street, Station # 41 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
Telephone: (207) 287-5220
T he  Departm ent of Inland Fisheries and W ildlife receives Federa l funds  
from  the U .S . C oast G uard and Departm ent of the Interior. Accordingly, 
all D epartm ent programs and activities must be operated free  from  
discrim ination in regard to race, color, national origin, age , or handicap. 
Any person w ho believes that he or she has been discrim inated against 
should w rite to the O ffice of Equal Opportunity, U .S . D epartm ent of th e  
Interior, W ashington, D .C . 20 240 .
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Recent Boating Law Changes
• A  number of Maine's fakes and ponds have new re­
strictions in place affecting personal watercraft. The 
Land Use Regulation Com m ission recently adopted 
rules prohibiting their use on approximately 245 wa­
ters. See pages 14-18 for a list of waters. A lso  be 
aware that the Legislature will be considering addi­
tional restrictions a s  a result of recommendations 
submitted by municipalities. These may be in effect 
for the summer of 1999. Please check with the De­
partment for an updated list of restricted waters.
•The legal age to operate personal watercraft has been 
changed from 12 years of age to 16 years of age.
• New laws affecting noise limits have been enacted -
see page 30._____________________________________
H O W  T O  R E A C H  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  IN L A N D  
F IS H E R IE S  A N D  W IL D L IF E
M ain  Office, A u gu sta : 287-8000
Registration  Information: 287-2043 
Safety D ivision : 287-5220 
T D D  # -  287-4471
Autom ated line w/ se a so n a l information: 287-8003 
C heck  out our hom e page  on the internet at: 
http://www.state.me.us/ifw
R E G IO N A L  IF& W  H E A D Q U A R T E R S
A s h la n d  - 4 3 5 - 3 2 3 1  B a n g o r  - 9 4 1 - 4 4 4 0
S id n e y  -  5 4 7 - 5 3 0 0  G ra y  -  6 5 7 - 2 3 4 5
G r e e n v il le  - 6 9 5 - 3 7 5 6
If y o u  a re  u n a b le  to  lo c ate  a  w a rd e n  at th e  a b o v e  n u m b e rs , 
co n ta c t e ith e r th e  d e p a rtm e n t o ffice  in A u g u s ta  (2 8 7 -2 7 6 6 )  
o r th e  n e a re s t S ta te  P o lice  B arracks .
STATE POLICE TOLL-FREE NUM BERS
A ugusta 1 -8 0 0 -4 5 2 -4 6 6 4  Houlton 1 -8 0 0 -9 2 4 -2 2 6 1
S ko w hegan 1 -8 0 0 -4 5 2 -4 6 6 4  O rono 1 -8 00 -432 -73 81
Thom aston  1 -8 0 0 -4 5 2 -4 6 6 4  G ray  1 -8 0 0 -4 8 2 -0 7 3 0
A L E R T  U S
Poach ers  Are Th ieves - Help u s  Catch  Them  
A nti-Poach ing  Hot Line:
____________1-800 -A LERT  U S  (253-7887)___________
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SU M M A RY O F M A IN E  BOAT ING LAW S/R U LES
All the laws and regulations in this booklet have either been 
passed by the Legislature or adopted by the Commissioner of 
Inland Fisheries & Wildlife. This booklet is intended to be used 
as a guide for boating, and in some cases, the laws and rules 
have been summarized. For detailed information on any of the 
laws/ruies contained in this booklet, contact any DIF&W office.
D EFIN IT IO N S
B ow  (Fore). “B ow ” m e a n s  th e  fo rw ard  ha lf o f th e  w a te rc ra ft.
Airm obile. “A irm o b ile” m e a n s  an y  ve h ic le  p ro p e lle d  by m e c h a n i­
ca l p o w e r th a t is d es ig n ed  to trave l upon a  cush io n  o f a ir  on  or 
w ith in  2  fe e t o f th e  w a te r or land  su rfa ce  o f th e  ea rth .
Federal w aters. “F e d e ra l w a te rs ” m e a n s  all th e  w a te rs  not in ternal 
an d  su b jec t to  th e  ju risd iction  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s .
Internal W aters. “In ternal w a te rs ” m e a n s  w a te rs  u n d e r th e  ex c lu ­
s iv e  ju risd iction  o f th e  S ta te  o f M a in e .
M otorboat. “M o to rb o a t” m e a n s  an y  w a te rc ra ft, including a irm o b iles , 
eq u ip p e d  w ith  p ropu ls ion  m ach in e ry  of a n y  typ e , w h e th e r or not 
th e  m a c h in e ry  is th e  principal so u rce  o f p ropu ls ion , is p e rm a ­
nen tly  o r te m p o ra rily  a tta ch ed , or is av a ila b le  fo r propu ls ion  on  th e  
w a te rc ra ft.
O perate. “T o  o p e ra te ”, in all its m oods an d  te n s e s , w h e n  it re fe rs  
to  w a te rc ra ft o f a n y  ty p e  o r descrip tio n , m e a n s  to  u s e  th a t 
w a te rc ra ft in an y  m a n n e r on th e  w a te rs  sp ec ified , w h e th e r o r not 
th e  w a te rc ra ft is u n d e r w a y . “O p e ra to r” m e a n s  th e  p erso n  w h o  is 
in contro l o r in c h a rg e  o f a  w a te rc ra ft w h ile  it is in use .
Personal w atercraft. “P erso n a l w a te rc ra ft” m e a n s  a n y  m o to rize d  
w a te rc ra ft th a t is 1 4  fe e t o r less  in hull length  a s  m a n u fa c tu re d ,h a s  
a s  its p r im ary  so u rc e, o f propulsion an  inbpard  m pto r p o w e rin g  a  
j e t p u m p  an d  is c a p a b le  o f ca rry in g  o n e  <?r m o re  p erso n s  in a  
sitting, s tan d in g  or kn ee ling  position . "P erso n a l w a te rc ra ft"  in­
c lu d es , but is not lim ited  to , a  je t ski, w e t b ike , surf je t, m in ia tu re  
s p e e d b o a t a n d  h o v erc ra ft. P e rso n a l w a te rc ra ft a ls o  in c lu d es  
m o to rize d  w a te rc ra ft w h o s e  op era tio n  is con tro lled  b y  a  w a te r  
s k ie r.
Stern (A ft). "S tern ” m e a n s  th e  re a r half o f th e  w a te rc ra ft.
W atercraft. “W a te rc ra ft” m e a n s  a n y  ty p e  o f v e s s e l, bo a t o r cra ft 
u sed  or c a p a b le  o f being  u sed  as  a  m e a n s  o f tran s p o rta tio n  on  
w a te r  o th e r th an  a  se a p la n e .
W aters of th is State. “W a te rs  o f th is  S ta te ” m e a n s  all in ternal 
w a te rs  an d  all fe d era l w a te rs  w ith in  th e  ju risd iction  o f th is  S ta te .
W ater safety zone. “W a te r  s a fe ty  zo n e ” m e a n s  th e  a r e a  o f w a te r  
w ith in  2 0 0  fe e t o f an y  sh o re lin e , w h e th e r th e  s h o re lin e  o f th e  
m a in la n d  o r o f an  is land.
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION
All motorboats of any size, including airmobiles and 
personal watercraft, must be registered in Maine to be 
used on the waters of this State, except the following:
1. W a te rc ra ft requ ired  to  h a v e  a  va lid  m a rin e  d o c u m e n t 
as  a  w a te rc ra ft of th e  U n ited  S ta te s . V e s s e ls  o v e r 5  net 
ton used  fo r co m m e rc ia l fish ing  m ust be  d o c u m e n ted . 
C all th e  U .S . C o a s t G u a rd  in B oston , M a s s a c h u s e tts  at 
(6 1 7 )2 2 3 -3 0 3 0  fo r fu rth e r in form ation;
2 . W a te rc ra ft w ith  va lid  reg istration  fro m  a n o th e r s ta te , 
prov ided  th e  w a te rc ra ft reg istration  n u m b er is d is ­
p la ye d  on th e  m oto rb o at an d  th e  m oto rb o at w ill not be  
in M a in e  o v e r 6 0  co n s e c u tiv e  d a ys  a fte r th e  s ta te  of 
principal use has b e e n  ch an g ed ;
3 . M ilitary  or public w a te rc ra ft, e x c e p t rec re atio n a l typ e  
w a te rc ra ft of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ;
4 . A  m oto rb oat o w n ed  by th e  U n ited  S ta te s , a  s ta te , or 
subdiv is ion  th ere o f, w h ich  is used  fo r g o v ern m e n ta l 
p u rposes  an d  c lea rly  iden tifiab le  as  such;
5 . A  sh ip 's lifeboat;
6 . M o to rb o ats  from  a n o th e r co untry  w h ich  a re  not w ith in  
M a in e  o v e r 6 0  c o n se cu tiv e  days; an d
7 . M o to rb o ats  used  ex c lu s iv e ly  fo r rac ing  p u rp o s es  an d  
d isp laying  a  va lid  boat n u m b e r issued  by a  rec o g n ized  
racing  assoc iation .
R EG ISTRAT IO N  EXPIRAT IO N
W a te rc ra ft reg istration s a re  issued  fo r a  sp ecific  c a le n d a r  
y e a r  and  a re  va lid  th rough  D e c e m b e r 3 1 s t of th e  y e a r  
issued .
R E G IST RAT IO N F E E S
W a te rc ra ft eq u ip p e d  w ith m o to r w ith  th e  fo llow ing  
h o rs e p o w e r rating:
T e n  h o rs ep o w er o r le s s ...............................................................$ 6
G re a te r  th an  10 , but not m o re  th an  5 0  h .p ................... $ 1 0
G re a te r  th a n  5 0  h .p ...................................................................... $ 1 5
P ers o n a l W a te rc ra f t ....... .............................................................$ 2 0
D u p lic a te  C ertific a te  or S tic k e r S e t ....................................... $1
T ra n s fe r  R eg istration  (s e e  pg. 7 ) ........................................... $ 2
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ANNUAL EXCISE TAX
B efo re  a  w a te rc ra ft ca n  b e  reg istered , th e  o w n e r m ust sh ow  
proof th a t th e  an n u a l ex c is e  ta x  has b e e n  pa id . M a in e  
res id en ts  p a y  th e  ta x  to th e  tow n in w h ich  th e y  res ide. 
N o n res id en ts  o r co rp orations pay th e  ta x  in th e  M a in e  tow n  
w h e re  th e  b oa t is principally  m oored , d o cked , o r lo cated . All 
w ate rc ra ft, inc luding d o c u m e n ted  v e s s e ls , lo cated  in M a in e  
a re  su b jec t to  an  an n u al exc ise  ta x  e x c e p t th e  follow ing:
1. A  lifeboat or raft carried  by a n o th e r v e s s e l.
2 . A  d e m o n s tra to r of s tock in tra d e  (d e a le r's  s tock).
3 . A  c o m m e rc ia l ve ss e l w ith no e s ta b lis h e d  b a s e  of 
operatio n  in M a in e .
4. A  w ate rc ra ft not in M a in e  m o re  th an  7 5  d a ys  during  
th e  y e a r. T h is  re fe rs  to  th e  n u m b e r o f d a ys  ph ys ica lly  
p res en t in th e  S ta te , not th e  n u m b e r of d a y s  in u s e  in 
M a in e  (N o n -co m m e rc ia l v e s s e ls  on ly).
5 . A  w ate rc ra ft 2 0  fe e t o r less in length  an d  d o e s  not use  
an y  ty p e  of m oto r pow er.
6. A  w ate rc ra ft e x e m p t from  p ro p erty  tax .
A n y  w ate rc ra ft not su b jec t to  reg istration  but req u ired  to  p a y  
th e  e x c is e  ta x  m ust d isp lay  an  e x c is e  ta x  s tic k e r on th e  
w a te rc ra ft to  sh o w  th a t th e  e x c is e  ta x  has b e e n  pa id .
SALES TAX
T h e  first tim e a n y  o w n e r of a  w a te rc ra ft reg is ters  th e  w a te r­
cra ft, th e  o w n e r m ust (1 ) sh o w  proof th a t a  6 %  s a le s  ta x  o r u s e  
ta x  h a s  b e e n  pa id , o r (2 ) p a y  th e  s a le s /u s e  ta x  d u e  to  th e  
R eg is tra tio n  A g e n t a t th e  tim e th e  reg istration  is issued . 
S a le s /u s e  ta x  paid  to  a n o th er ju risd ic tion  w ill b e  c re d ited  
to w a rd  th e  M a in e  s a le s /u s e  ta x  due . A  w a te rc ra ft p u rc h a s e d , 
reg is te re d , an d  used  by  th e  p res en t o w n e r o u ts id e  of M a in e  
fo r  a t le as t a  y e a r  is not su b jec t to  s a le s /u s e  ta x  a s  long a s  th e  
o w n e r w a s  a  res id en t of th e  o ther s ta te  a t th e  tim e  of p u rc h a s e .
TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP
U p o n  th e  s a le  of a  reg is tered  w a te rc ra ft th e  p e rs o n  w h o  is 
n a m e d  on th e  reg istration  as  o w n e r m u st re m o v e  a n d  d e s tro y  
th e  v a lid a tio n  s tickers  on th e  w ate rc ra ft an d  notify  th e  D e p a rt­
m e n t o f In land  F ish eries  an d  W ild life  o f th e  tra n s fe r  o f o w n e r­
sh ip  w ith in  1 0  d a ys  of th e  transac tion . T h e  va lid a tio n  s ticke r  
is no t tra n s fe ra b le  to  th e  n e w  ow n er. T h e  n e w  o w n e r m ust 
re g is te r  th e  w a te rc ra ft fo r th e  reg u lar reg is tra tion  fe e .
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W h e n  a  w a te rc ra ft o w n e r tran s fe rs  ow nersh ip  of a  w a te r ­
c ra ft co v e re d  by a  cu rren t reg istration  an d  p u rc h ase s  a  n e w  
w a te rc ra ft, a  tra n s fe r reg istration  ca n  b e  o b ta in ed  fo r th e  
n e w  b o a t fo r a  $ 2 .0 0  fe e . T h is  reg istration  will b e  va lid  fo r  
th e  re m a in d e r of th e  original reg istration  period . T h e  old  
reg istration  m ust be  tu rned  in at th e  tim e  of ap p lication  fo r  
th e  $ 2 .0 0  tra n s fe r registration .
C H A N G E  OF STA TU S
It is a lso  th e  responsib ility  of th e  reg is tered  o w n e r of a  
w a te rc ra ft to  notify the  C o m m is s io n e r w ith in  10  d a ys  of an y  
of th e  follow ing:
1. P e rm a n e n t rem ova l of th e  w a te rc ra ft from  th e  S ta te ;
2 . D es tru ction  or ab a n d o n m e n t of th e  w aterc ra ft;
3 . T h e ft or reco very  of th e  w aterc ra ft; or
4 . C h a n g e  of a d d ress  of th e  o w n er
D ISP LA Y  OF REG ISTRA T IO N  N U M BER  & VA L ID A ­
TION ST IC K E R S
W h e n e v e r  a  m oto rb oat is being  o p e ra ted , th e  o p e ra to r  
m ust h a v e  th e  reg istration  on th e  m oto rb oat an d  a v a ila b le  
fo r inspection  by a  w a rd e n . E X C E P T IO N : T h e  reg istration  
fo r a  w a te rc ra ft less th an  2 6 ' and  le ase d  o r ren ted  to  a n o th e r  
fo r n o n -c o m m e rc ia l purposes  m a y  be  re ta in ed  on th e  sh o re  
by th e  o w n e r of th e  w ate rc ra ft. T h e  person  leasing  o r renting  
th e  w a te rc ra ft m ust c a rry  th e  le a s e  a g re e m e n t w h ich  in ­
c lu d e s  th e  w a te rc ra ft reg istration  n um ber, th e  p eriod  of tim e  
c o v e re d  by th e  le ase , an d  s ig n atu re  of th e  o w n e r o r his 
rep re s e n ta tiv e .
T h e  reg istration  n u m b er an d  va lida tion  stickers  m u st b e  
leg ib ly  d is p la yed  on e a c h  side of th e  b ow  of th e  b o a t in th e  
fo llow ing  m anner:
P a in ted  o r p e rm an e n tly  a tta c h e d  to  th e  b ow  in a  
co n trastin g  co lor to  prov ide th e  h igh est d e g re e  of 
visibility. T h e  n u m b er m ust read  from  left to  right, be  
not less th an  3  inches  high, an d  be  vertica l b lock  
c h a ra c te r  cap ita l le tters  and  A rab ic  n u m era ls , T h e  
reg istration  n u m b er should  be  d is p la yed  a s  sh o w n
M E  2578 T
l ----------------------  ______
C leave space the size of a letter^
below :
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WHERE CAN I REGISTER A BOAT?
The Fish & Wildlife Office in Augusta is the central office for 
boat registrations and registration records. Many Maine 
municipal tax collectors or town clerks and a few businesses 
are Recreational Vehicle Registration Agents for the Fish & 
Wildlife Department. If you are registering a watercraft at the 
Augusta office or in a town other than your town of legal 
residence, you must first pay your excise tax in your town of 
residence. Be sure you have a receipt that shows the annual 
excise tax has been paid on your watercraft or your watercraft 
cannot be registered at another location.
BOAT DEALERS
A manufacturer or dealer of new or used motorboats, with a 
permanent place of business in Maine, may obtain a boat 
dealer license which allows demonstration or testing of a boat 
owned by the dealer with a dealer plate, instead of registering 
each boat individually. The annual fee for a dealer license is 
$15. Applications for this license may be obtained from the 
Fish & Wildlife Department in Augusta.
REGATTA. RACE. EXHIBITION PERMITS
Any person or persons holding a regatta, race, boat exhibition, 
or water-ski exhibition must obtain a permit from the Depart­
ment of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife prior to holding such an 
event. For further information, call the phone number for the 
Registration Information number listed on page 4.
MOTORBOATS RENTED OR LEASED
It is the responsibility of the owner of a boat to obtain a 
registration for any motorboat before it is rented or leased by 
another.
OPERATOR’S LICENSE TO CARRY 
PASSENGERS FOR HIRE
Motorboat operators carrying passengers for hire on Maine's 
internal waters must have a license to carry passengers for 
hire. For further information, call the Registration Informa­
tion number listed on page 4. Anyone carrying passengers for 
hire on federal waters must obtain a license from the U.S. 
Coast Guard.
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A Q E REQ UIR EM ENTS
W hen operating a  motorboat with more than 10 horsepower, a  
person under the age of 12 must be under the im mediate 
supervision of a  person located in the boat who is at least 16 years  
of age. A  person under 1 6  years of age may not operate  
personal watercraft, which includes jet-skis. (E ffec tive  J u ly  9, 
1998, the lega l age fo r ope ra ting  pe rsona l w a te rcra ft has  
been changed from  12 years o f age to  16 years o f age).
W A T E R C R A F T  SPEED  REGULATIONS
No person m ay operate a  w atercraft a t a  speed greater than  
headw ay speed while within the w ater safety zone or within a  
m arina or an approved anchorage in coastal or inland w aters  
except while actively fishing. “H eadw ay speed” m eans the  
m inim um  speed necessary to m aintain steerage and control of 
the w atercraft while the  w atercraft is moving.
Th e  operator of any watercraft must operate at a  reasonable and  
prudent speed for existing conditions and regulate the speed of 
a w atercraft so as to avoid danger, injury or unnecessary incon­
venience in any m anner to other watercraft and their occupants, 
whether anchored or under way. T h e  operator must consider the  
effect of the wash or w ave created by their watercraft to waterfront 
piers, floats or other property or shorelines.
B O A T IN G  & ALCOHOL
A ny person w ho operates or attem pts to operate any w ater­
craft while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs or 
a  com bination of liquor and drugs; or while having 0 .0 8 %  or 
m ore by w eight of alcohol in that person’s blood is guilty of a  
crim inal violation.
T h e  operator of any w atercraft m ust com plete a  blood-alcohol 
test w hen requested to do so by a  law  enforcem ent officer w ho  
has probable cause to believe that the person operated or 
attem pted to operate  a  w atercraft w hile under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor; or w hen the person w as the operator of a  
w atercraft involved in a  w atercraft accident which results in the  
death of any person.
IMPRUDENT OPERATION OF W ATERCRAFT
A  person is guilty of im prudent operation of a  w atercraft if that 
person, w hile operating a  w atercraft on the inland or coastal 
w aters of the S tate , engages in prolonged circling, inform al 
racing, w ake  jum ping or other types of continued and repeated  
activities that harass another person. This subsection m ay b e  
enforced by any law  enforcem ent officer or a  person m ay bring 
a  private nuisance action for a  violation of this subsection  
pursuant to T itle  17 , section 28 02 .
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R EC K LE SS  OPERATION OF A W ATERCRAFT
It is illegal to operate any watercraft, w ater ski, surfboard or 
sim ilar device in such a  w ay as to recklessly c reate  a  substan­
tial risk of serious bodily injury to another person.
UNLAWFULLY PERMITTING OPERATION
It is unlawful for the ow ner of a  w atercraft to negligently perm it 
another person to operate the w atercraft in violation of law.
O P E R A T IN G  T O  E N D A N G E R
A  person is guilty of operating a  w atercraft to endanger if he  
operates any w atercraft, w ater ski, surfboard or sim ilar device  
so as to endanger any person or property.
A m otorboat cannot be operated in an  area  m arked  or buoyed  
for swim m ing.
BOATING ACCIDENTS
As the operator of a  w atercraft you are required by law  to file  
a  form al, written report of any collision, accident or other 
casualty or dam age to any watercraft or other property of m ore  
than $ 3 0 0 , by the quickest m eans of com m unication, to the  
nearest available law  enforcem ent officer:
•  W ithin 2 4  hours of the occurrence if a  person dies,
disappears, loses consciousness, receives medical 
treatm ent, or is disabled for m ore than  2 4  hours,
O R
•  W ithin 5  days of the occurrence if th e  accident involved
property dam age only.
Boating accidents include:
•G rounding 'S w am ping  'C ap s iz in g
•Flooding 'F a lls  O verboard 'F ire
•Collision 'Explosion 'S in king
•D isap p earan ce  'S truck  by Boat/P rop  
(o ther than theft)
T h e  operator of a  w atercraft which is involved in a  collision, 
accident or other casualty must render all n ecessary aid and  
assistance to all persons involved, so far as  can be  done  
without serious danger to h is/her w atercraft, crew  and passen­
gers, if any, as  well as give their nam e, address and  w atercraft 
identification to any person injured and to the  ow ner of an y  
property dam aged.
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M OTOR S IZ E  R ESTR IC T IO N S ON INTERNAL W A T E R S
T h e  C om m issioner of Inland Fisheries & W ildlife m ay adopt 
rules governing the horsepow er of motors used to propel 
w atercraft on all internal w aters of this S tate . For information  
on this process, p lease contact the Departm ent's m ain office in 
A ugusta at (207) 28 7 -5 2 0 1 . No person, except officers em ­
pow ered to enforce this regulation and in the line of duty or 
representatives of a  governm ental agency while conducting  
authorized studies on these w aters shall operate m otorboats 
propelled by m achinery in excess of the following horsepow er 
limitations:
No m otorboats allowed:
Cushm an Pond, Lovell,
Horseshoe Pond, D enm ark  
Boston Pond, Denm ark  
Bradley Pond, Lovell 
Trout Pond, T 3 R 5  
W ylie  Pond, Boothbay 
Little K ennebago Lake, T 3 R 4  
U pper D am  Pool, T4R 1 (from  
gates of dam , dow nstream  or 
w esterly 150 yards)
Durgin Pond, T 2 R 6  BKP W K R  
Little Berry Pond, T 2 R 6  BKP W K R  
Lone Jack Pond, T 2 R 6  BKP W K R  
Round Pond, T 1 R 6  BKP W K R  
Fry Pan Pond, T 2 R 5  BKP EKR  
Blood Pond, T 2 R 1 3  W E L S  
Loon Lake, R ange ley and Dallas  
Tow nships
M artin and /or Long Pond,
T h e  Forks Pit.
Big Brook from Burt Garrity R oad  
in T 1 3 R 1 0 W E L S to a n d  includ­
ing Big Brook Lake in T 1 4 R 1 0  
W E L S
Sim pson Pond, Roque Bluff 
Thom pson Lake, southernmost 
part, separated from the main 
body by a  causew ay known as The  
H eath , C asco  
Little Pond, Dam ariscotta  
M oxie Long Bog, Bald Mountain Tw p. 
C lay Pond, Fryeburg  
W atson Pond, R om e Tw p  
W alton ’s Mill Pond, W est 
Farm ington
S and Pond, Limington Tw p. 
S addleback Lake, Dallas Pit. 
H ooper Pond (Little Sabattus), 
G reene
A dam s Pond, Boothbay  
Levenseller Pond, Searsm ont 
Portage Lake, T 1 3 R 6  W E L S , 
that portion known as the  
Floating Island A rea, north and  
w esterly of a  line beginning at 
the eastern edge of the m arshy  
peninsula running out from  
Hutchinson Ridge, running 50  
yards outside of the floating  
islands in a northerly direction to  
the mouth of M osquito Brook 
Q uim by Pond, R angeley  
Jerry Pond, so called, situated  
within the boundaries, or having  
a shoreline abutting, the  
incorporated m unicipality of 
Millinocket and the unincorpo­
rated Tow nships being T 1 R 7  and  
T A R 7
U pper and Low er O x  Brook 
Lakes in the towns of T 6N D , 
T6R 1 and Talm adge  
Snow 's Pond (as referred to in 
the D unham -D aves W ork P lan) 
situated w est of Rt. 7 , D over- 
Foxcroft
Lily Pond, Edgecom b  
Nesow adnehunk (S ourdnahunk), 
Little, T5R 11
Motorboats with more than 6 horsepower prohibited:
P erley ’s Pond, Denm ark  
Little Pond, Denm ark  
Ell and /or L Pond, Sanford, W ells  
Black Lake, Fort Kent 
Farrington Pond, Lovell 
H eald  Pond, Lovell 
Rich Mill Pond, Standish
H orseshoe Pond, Stoneham , 
Lovell
H aley Pond, Rangeley Tw p. and  
D allas Pit.,
Boyd Pond, Bristoll 
Harrim an Pond, D edham  
Long Pond, D enm ark
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Motorboats with more than 10 horsepower prohibited:
Low er R ange Pond, Poland  
S and Pond, Sanford  
E ast C arry Pond, T 2 R 3  
W est H arbor Pond, Boothbay 
H arbor
Five K ezar Ponds: (M ud, Little 
M ud, Back, M iddle and Jew ett 
Ponds) located singly or jointly in 
W aterford, S toneham  and  
Lovell)
T im oney Lake, O akfield and  
Sm yrna
M cK enney Pond, Holeb Tw p. 
Big Fish Pond, Holeb Township  
Barrett Pond, Holeb Tow nship  
Turner Pond, Forsythe Tw p. 
Little Turner Pond, Forsythe 
Tw p.
Long Pond, Forsythe Township  
Arnold Brook Recreation W a ­
tershed Lake in P resque Isle
Lard Pond, Turner 
Echo Lake, M ount Desert 
Stevens Pond, Liberty 
Moulton Pond, D edham  
M ainstream  Pond, H arm ony  
Hobbs Pond (Little P enness- 
aw assee), Nonway 
Toddy Pond, Brooks 
Knickerbocker Pond, Boothbay  
E ag le  Lake and Jordan Pond, 
Mt. Desert Island 
Long Pond, Tw p. E and Tw p. D 
Beals (Crystal) Pond, Turner 
C ox Pond, South Berwick  
N equasset Pond, W oolwich  
North Pond, Buckfield, S um ner 
(see exception below  under m o­
torboats with internal com bus­
tion engines)
U p p e r and  L o w e r___Hadlock
Ponds. M t. D esert Island
Motorboats with more than 10 horsepower prohibited from 
June 1 to September 15:
Little Black R iver tributary to the St. John R iver in Aroostook C ounty
Motorboats with internal combustion engines prohibited:
G arland Pond, S ebec and  
Dover-Foxcroft 
York Pond, Eliot 
Mt. Blue Pond, Avon  
Sew ell Pond, Arrowsic 
N okom is Pond, New port and  
Palm yra
Scituate Pond, York
North Pond, Buckfield, S um ner  
(within 30 0  yards of North Pond  
D am ). Motorboats with 10 horse­
pow er prohibited on rest of pond. 
Witch Hole Pond. Aunt Betty's 
Pond. Bubble Pond. Round Pond, 
and Lak eW o o d . M t. D esert Island
Aliagash Wilderness Waterway
•C anoes  only - with m otor not to exceed 10 h.p. from  Lock D am  north to 
W est Tw in Brook
•N o  restriction on m otorboats of any type on Telos Lake, Round Pond  
(T 6 R 1 1 ) and C ham berlain Lake
•C anoes  only - no motors - on A liagash Lake and A liagash S tream  down  
to Cham berlain  Lake.
Baxter State Park
•N o  m otorboats allow ed except on W eb ster and M atagam on  
Lakes.
Lt. G. Manuel Wildlife Area, Hodgdon, M aine - no m otorboats  
allow ed.
Merrymeeting Bay - motorboats shall not operate  at a  speed  
in excess of 10 miles per hour, except within the confines of 
buoyed channels.
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The Land Use Regulation Commission has adopted 
rules prohibiting the use of personal watercraft on the 
following waters. For information pertaining to this list 
please contact LURC at 287-2631. This list contains the 
lake name, town, and county in which it is located.
ALLAGASH LAKE, T8R14 WELS, Piscataquis
ALLIGATOR LAKE, T34 MD, Hancock
ALLIGATOR POND, TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
ATTEAN POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
AZISCOHOS POND, Magalloway, Oxford
BAKER POND, Bowdoin College Grant West, Piscataquis
BALD MOUNTAIN POND, Bald Mtn. Twp., Somerset
BAY POND (WEST), T7 SD, Hancock
BEAN POND, T02 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
BEAN POND (LOWER), Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
BEAN POND (MIDDLE), Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
BEAN POND (UPPER), Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
BEAR BROOK BOG, T6 R15 WELS, Piscataquis
BEAR POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
BEAR POND, T6 R15 WELS, Piscataquis
BEATTIE POND, Beattie Twp., Franklin
BEAVER POND, Shawtown Twp., Piscataquis
BEAVER POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
BEAVER POND, Magalloway Pit., Oxford
BEAVER POND (BIG), Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
BEAVER POND (LITTLE NORTH) ,T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
BEAVER POND (LITTLE SOUTH), Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
BENJAMIN POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
BENSON POND (BIG), T7 R9 NWP, Piscataquis
BIRCH RIDGE POND #1, TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
BLACK LAKE, T15 R9 WELS, Aroostook
BLACK POND (LITTLE), T15 R9 WELS, Aroostook
BLACK POND (LITTLE), T15 R9 WELS, Aroostook
BLUFF POND, FRENCHTOWN, Piscataquis
BLUFFER POND, T8 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
BOARDWAY POND (BIG), TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
BOGUS MEADOW, T7 SD, Hancock
BOULDER POND, T5 R7 BKP, Somerset
BOWLIN POND (LITTLE), T5 R7 WELS, Penobscot
BRACKETT POND, Blanchard Pit., Piscataquis
BRANCH POND (MIDDLE), T5 R9 NWP, Piscataquis
BRAYLEY POND, T7 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
BUCK POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
CAPE HORN POND, Prentiss Twp., Somerset
CARIBOU POND (BIG), T7 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
CAUCOMGOMOC, T6 R14 WELS, Piscataquis
CEDAR POND, Holeb Twp., Somerset
CEDAR POND, TB R10 WELS, Piscataquis
CHAIN OF PONDS, Chain of Ponds Twp., Franklin
CHAIRBACK POND (EAST), T7 R9 NWP, Piscataquis
CHAIRBACK POND (WEST), T7 R9 NWP, Piscataquis
CHASE STREAM POND, Misery Twp., Somerset
CHESUNCOOK LAKE, T3 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
CHESUNCOOK POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
CHURCHILL LAKE, T9 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
CLAYTON POND, T6 R17 WELS, Somerset
CLEAR LAKE, T10 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
CLEAR POND, Lowelltown Twp., Franklin
CLEARWATER POND, Prentiss Twp., Somerset
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CLEARWATER POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
CLIFF LAKE, T9 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
CLIFFORD POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
CLISH POND, T5 R20 WELS, Somerset
CRANBERRY POND, Bowdoin College Grant West, Piscataquis
CROSBY POND, Cobum Gore, Franklin
CURRIER POND (FIRST), T9 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
CURRIER POND (SECOND), T9 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
DAISEY POND, T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
DEBOULLIE LAKE, T15 R9 WELS, Aroostook
DEBSCONEAG LAKE , T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
DEBSCONEAG LAKE (FIRST), T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
DEBSCONEAG LAKE (THIRD), T1 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
DEBSCONEAG POND (SIXTH), T1 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
DINGLEY POND (LITTLE), T4 R5 NBKP, Somerset
DINGLEY POND (UPPER), T4 R5 NBKP, Somerset
DIPPER POND, Pittston Academy Grant, Somerset
DIXON POND, Pierce Pond Twp., Somerset
DONNELL POND, T9 SD, Hancock
DOUGHNUT POND, RAINBOW TWP, Piscataquis
DUBOIS POND, Prentiss , Somerset
EAGLE LAKE (BIG), Eagle Lake , Piscataquis
EDDY POND, Sandy River Pit., Franklin
ENCHANTED POND, Upper Enchanted Twp., Somerset
ENCHANTED POND (Little), Upper Enchanted Twp., Somerset
FLAGSTAFF LAKE, Dead River Twp., Somerset
FOGG POND, Bowdoin College Grant.,Piscataquis
FOLEY POND (LITTLE), Comstock Twp., Somerset
FOWLER POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
FROST POND (LITTLE), T3 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
GARDNER LAKE, T15 R9 WELS, Aroostook
GAUNTLET POND, TB R10 WELS, Piscataquis
GORDON POND, Upper Enchanted Twp., Somerset
GOULD POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
GREAT WORKS POND, Edmunds Twp., Washington
GREEN MTN POND, T6 R6 WELS, Penobscot
HAFEY POND, T18 R11 WELS, Aroostook
HALE POND, Alderbrook Twp., Somerset
HALL POND, Prentiss Twp., Somerset
HALL POND, T5 R7 BKP , Somerset
HARRINGTON POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
HATHORN POND, T4 R8 WELS, Penobscot
HATHORN POND (LITTLE), T4 R8 WELS, Penobscot
HEDGEHOG POND, T1 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
HELEN POND, Pierce Pond Twp., Somerset
HIGH POND, Pierce Pond Twp , Somerset
HOBART BOG, Edmunds Twp., Washington
HOLBROOK POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
HORSERACE , Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
HORSESHOE POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
HORSESHOE POND, T16 R9 WELS, Aroostook
HOUSTON POND (LITTLE), Katahdin Iron Works , Piscataquis
HUDSON POND (UPPER), T11 R10 WELS, Aroostook
HURD POND (LITTLE), T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
IRELAND POND, T7 R8 WELS, Penobscot
IRONBOUND POND, Alderbrook Twp., Somerset
JACKSON POND # 2, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
JACKSON POND #1, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
JERRY POND, TA R7 WELS, Penobscot
JIM POND, Jim Pond Twp., Franklin
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JO-MARY LAKE (LOWER), T1 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
JO-MARY LAKE (UPPER), TA R10 WELS, Piscataquis
JONES POND, Wyman Twp., Franklin
JUNIPER KNEE POND, Elliotsville Twp., Piscataquis
KATAHDIN LAKE, T3 R8 WELS, Penobscot
KELLY POND, T2 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
LANE BROOK POND, T6 R06 WELS, Penobscot
LANE POND, Comstock Twp., Somerset
LANG POND, Parlin Pond Twp., Somerset
LANG POND (LITTLE), Parlin Pond Twp., Somerset
LEDGE POND, Sandy River Pit., Franklin
LINE POND, T5 R20 WELS, Somerset
LOBSTER LAKE, Lobster Twp., Piscataquis
LOGAN POND # 2, T2 R9 WELS, Piscataquis
LONG BOG, Holeb Twp., Somerset
LONG LAKE, T12 R13 WELS, Aroostook
LONG POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
LONG POND (LITTLE), T10 SD, Hancock
LOON POND, T1 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
LOON POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
LOST POND, Attean Twp, Somerset
MACH IAS LAKE (THIRD), T42 MD BPP, Washington
MARBLE POND, T5 R8 WELS, Penobscot
MARY PETUCHE POND, Prentiss Twp., Somerset
MATHEWS POND, T8 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
MCKENNA POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
MCKENNEY POND, Upper Enchanted Twp., Somerset
MESSER POND, T5 R8 WELS, Penobscot
MIDWAY POND, Sandy River Pit., Franklin
MILLIMAGASSETT, T7 R8 WELS, Penobscot
MINISTER LAKE (LITTLE), T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
MINISTER POND (BIG), T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
MOCCASIN POND, T14 R8 WELS, Aroostook
MOOSELEUK LAKE, T10 R9 WELS, Piscataquis
MOOSELOOKMEGUNTIC, Richardstontown Twp., Oxford
MOUNTAIN CATCHER POND, T6 R8 WELS, Penobscot
MOUNTAIN POND, Beaver Cove Twp., Piscataquis
MOUNTAIN VIEW, TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
MOXIE POND, Twp. D, Franklin
MUD POND, Twp. 6 NBPP, Franklin
MUNSUNGAN LAKE, T8 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
MURPHY POND, TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
MURPHY POND (BIG), Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
MUSCALSEA POND, (BIG) Russell Pond Twp., Somerset
MUSCALSEA POND (LITTLE), Russell Pond Twp., Somerset
MUSQUASH LAKE (WEST), T6 R1 ND BPP, Washington
NAHMAKANTA LAKE, T1 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
NORTH POND, T14 R9 WELS, Aroostook
NOTCH POND, Bowdoin College Grant West, Piscataquis
NOTCH POND (BIG), Little Squaw Twp., Piscataquis
NOTCH POND (LITTLE), Little Squaw Twp., Piscataquis
PAPOOSE POND, Little Squaw Twp., Piscataquis
PASSAMAGAMET, T1 R9 WELS, Piscataquis
PENOBSCOT LAKE, Dolebrook Twp., Somerset
PIERCE POND, Pierce Pond Twp., Somerset
PITMAN POND, T2 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
PLEASANT LAKE, T6 R1 NBPP, Washington
POLAND POND ( UPPER), T7 R14 WELS, Piscataquis
POLLY POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
PORTER POND, T3 ND BPP, Hancock
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RABBIT POND, Elliotsville Twp., Piscataquis
RABBIT POND, T1 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
RAINBOW DEADWATERS, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
RAINBOW LAKE, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
RAINBOW POND, T10 SD, Hancock
REED POND (BIG), T8 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
REED POND (LITTLE), T8 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
RIPOGENUS POND, T4 R12 WELS, Piscataquis
ROACH POND (FOURTH), Shawtown Twp., Piscataquis
ROACH POND (SEVENTH), TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
ROACH POND (SIXTH), SHAWTOWN TWP., Piscataquis
ROBAR POND (BIG), T4 R08 WELS, Penobscot
ROBERTS POND, T5 R20 WELS, Somerset
ROCKY Pond (LITTLE), TA R11 WELS, Piscataquis
ROUND POND, T13 R12 WELS, Aroostook
ROUND POND, Appleton Twp., Somerset
ROUND POND (LITTLE), Eagle Lake, Piscataquis
SADDLEBACK POND, Sandy River Pit., Franklin
SAWTELLE POND, T7 R8 WELS, Penobscot
SAWTELLE POND (LITTLE), T7 R8 WELS, Penobscot
SCRAGGLY LAKE, T7R8 WELS, Penobscot
SECRET POND, Elliotsville, Piscataquis
SLAUGHTER POND, T3 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
SNAKE POND, Johnson Mtn. Twp., Somerset
SOCATEAN POND #1, Plymouth Twp., Somerset
SOCATEAN POND#2, Plymouth Twp., Somerset
SPECK POND, Grafton Twp., Oxford
SPENCER LAKE, Hobbstown , Somerset
SPENCER POND, E. Middlesex, Piscataquis
SPRING POND, T7 R10 WELS, Piscataquis
SPRUCE MOUNTAIN POND, TB R11 WELS, Piscataquis
SQUAW POND (BIG), LITTLE SQUAW, Piscataquis
SQUAW POND(LITTLE), LITTLE SQUAW, Piscataquis
ST JOHN POND (SECOND), T04 R17 WELS, Somerset
ST JOHN POND (THIRD), T04 R17 WELS, Somerset
ST JOHN, POND (LOWER FIRST), T4 R17 WELS, Somerset
ST JOHN POND (UPPER FIRST) , T4 R17 WELS, Somerset
STRATTON POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis
SUNDAY POND, Magalloway Pit., Oxford
SWIFT RIVER Pond , Twp. E, Franklin
TELOS LAKE & ROUND POND , T6 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
THE HORNS POND, Wyman Twp., Franklin
TILDEN POND, T10 SD, Hancock
TIM POND, Tim Pond Twp., Franklin
TOBEY POND #1, T5 R7 BKP, Somerset
TOBEY POND #2, T5 R7 BKP, Somerset
TOBEY POND #3, T5 R7 BKP, Somerset
TROUT LAKE, Kossuth Twp., Washington
TROUT POND, Bowdoin College Grant West, Piscataquis
TROUT POND, Lowelltown Twp., Franklin
TROUT POND, Mason Twp., Oxford
TUMBLEDOWN DICK POND, T1 R11 WELS, Piscataquis
TUMBLEDOWN POND, Twp. 6 ND BPP, Franklin
TUNK LAKE, T10 SD, Hancock
TURTLE POND, Lake View Pit., Piscataquis
TWIN (TROUT), T2 R9 WELS, Piscataquis
TWO MILE POND, T16 R13 WELS, Aroostook
UMSASKIS LAKE, T11 R13 WELS, Aroostook
UNNAMED POND, Holeb Twp., Somerset
UNNAMED POND, Attean Twp., Somerset
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UNNAMED POND, T5 R7 BKP, Somerset 
UNNAMED POND, T6 R15 WELS, Piscataquis 
UNNAMED POND, Comstock Twp., Somerset 
UNNAMED POND, Comstock Twp., Somerset 
UNNAMED POND, Attean Twp., Somerset 
UNNAMED POND, Partin Pond, Somerset 
WADLEIGH POND, T8 R15 WELS, Piscataquis 
WELMAN Pond, Prentiss Twp., Somerset 
WING POND, Skinner Twp., Franklin 
WOODMAN POND, Rainbow Twp., Piscataquis 
WOUNDED DEER, Prentiss Twp., Somerset
W A T E R $K 1 IN Q
A. W atercraft towing a  person or persons on w ater-skis, 
surfboards, aquaplanes or sim ilar devices shall not operate  
within the w ater safety zone as defined on page 5. A  person  
m ay not m anipulate any w atercraft, tow rope or other device  
in a  w ay that will cause the device, or any person on the  
device, to enter the w ater safety zone. E X C E P T IO N : A  
w atercraft m ay enter or leave the w ater safety zone, as  
directly as  possible, to pick up or drop off w ater skiers, 
surfboarders or persons on sim ilar devices. In doing so, it 
is the  w atercraft operator's responsibility not to endanger  
any persons or property.
3 . W atercraft towing a  person or persons on w ater skis, 
surfboard or other sim ilar devices must have a  person in the  
w atercraft who is at least 12 years of age, in addition to the  
operator, who is in a  position to continually observe the 
person or persons being tow ed. This does not apply to 
devices actually operated by the person being tow ed and  
incapable of carrying the operator in or on the devices.
C . N o person shall operate any w atercraft for the purpose of 
towing a  person or persons on w ater-skis, surfboards, or 
sim ilar devices nor shall any person w ater-ski, surfboard or 
use sim ilar devices on any w aters of this S tate  betw een the  
hours of 1 /2  hour after sunset until 1 /2  hour before sunrise.
D. Any person being tow ed on w aterskis , surfboards, o rs im ilar 
devices m ust w ear a  life jacket, life belt, or sim ilar life saving  
device. T h e  operator of a  w atercraft shall not tow a  person  
or persons on w ater skis, a  surfboard or sim ilar device, 
unless the person being tow ed has com plied with this 
requirem ent. E X C E P T IO N : Perform ers engaged in exhibi­
tions or tournam ents authorized by the D epartm ent do not 
need to com ply with this requirem ent.
A perm it m ay be obtained to allow  approved, sanctioned
waterski courses to be located within the w ater safety zone.
For inform ation, call the Registration Division at 2 8 7 -8 0 0 0 .
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For boating safety___learn to recognize these aids to navigation
MARKS CENTER OF 
CHANNEL- B o a t  m ay 
p a s s  either side.
MARKS RIGHT SIDE 
OF CHANNEL -
Boa t shou ld  p a s s  to left of buoy. *
MARKS LEFT SIDE 
OF CHANNEL—
Boat shou ld  p a s s  to 
right of buoy. *
INFORMATION! Tells  d istances, 
locations, other official information.CONTROL! Type  of control is 
indicated within the circle su ch  a s  
N o  ski, H E A D W A Y  S P E E D  ONLY, ETC .
Divers Flag
Mooring Buoj B o a t sh o u ld  p a s s  
to north o r  e a st  of buoy.Boa t shou ld  not 
p a s s  betw een b u o y  
a n d  nearest shore
RACE COURSE MARKER
B o a t s hou ld  p a s s  to 
sou th  o r west of buoy.
NO BOATS!
D iam ond  with c ro ss  
ind icates a re a s  where 
boating  is  prohibited.
DANGER! W a rn s  of 
rocks, reefs, dam s, snag s, 
o r  other haza rd  areas.
OUTLET
DAM
STATE OF MAINE
UNIFORM WATERWAY MARKING SYSTEM
T h e  D irec to r of th e  B u rea u  of P ark s  an d  Lands m a y  ad opt 
rules fo r uniform  m ark ing  of th e  w a te rs  o f th is S ta te  not 
o th erw ise  regu lated , th rough  p la c e m e n t o f a ids to  n a v ig a ­
tion a n d  regu lato ry  m a rkers . N o  city, co u n ty  o r person  shall 
m a rk  th e  w a te rs  of th is S ta te  in a n y  m a n n e r conflicting w ith  
th e  m arking  s y s te m  p res crib e d  by th e  D irector.
T h e  M a in e  W a te rw a y  M a rk in g  S y s te m  is th e  basic  sy s te m  
of uniform  m a rkers  used  on S ta te  w a te rs  a s  re c o m m e n d e d  
by th e  C ouncil of S ta te  G o v e rn m e n ts  an d  th e  A dvisory  
P an el, U .S . M e rc h a n t M a rin e  C ouncil, U .S . C o a s t G u ard , 
fo r p urposes of m in im iz ing  h a za rd s  to  navigation .
M a in e  c o o p era te s  in th is na tio n w id e  uniform  m arking  s y s ­
te m  to  insure th a t th e s e  buoys an d  m a rkers  will h a ve  th e  
s a m e  m e an in g  in all s ta tes . T h e  sy s te m  is co m p atib le  w ith  
ex isting C o a s t G u a rd  regu lation s. T h e  M a in e  U niform  S ta te  
W a te rw a y  M a rk in g  S y s te m  (M .U .S .W .M .S .)  has b e en  d e ­
ve lo p e d  to gu ide th e  w a te rc ra ft op era to rs  on w a te rs  of this  
S ta te .
State waterway markers shall not normally be placed 
within the Water Safety Zone (200 feet or less from 
shoreline), except in phgnnels or tQ mark hazards tQ 
navigation in critical high traffic areas. N e ith e r shall 
floa ting  S ta te  w a te rw a y  m a rk e rs  norm a lly  be  p la ce d  in 
w aters  of less th an  fo u r (4 ) fe e t of unobstructed  depth , a t 
a v e ra g e  w a te r  level.
W h o e v e r  v io la te s  a n y  of th e  ru les an d  regu lation s or a n y  
notices posted  by th e  B u rea u  of P arks  an d  Lands a t public  
b oat launch fac ilities , o r w h o  w illfu lly m utila tes, d e fa c e s  or 
destroys  a n y  notice, m o n u m e n t o r m a rk e r law fu lly  e re c ted  
w ith in  or ad jo in ing  th e  b orders  of th e s e  public fac ilities  shall 
be guilty of a  C la s s  E crim e.
STATE BU REA U  OF P A R K S  A N D  LA N D S  
W A TE RW A Y S  D IVISION  
RR  1, BO X  2300 
RICHMOND, M A IN E 04357 
(207) 582-5771 
FAX: (207)582-2328
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N AV IG AT IO N AL R EQ U IRE M E N T S
(1 ) During an authorized regatta, race, boat exhibition or w ater 
ski exhibition the  operator of a  w atercraft shall not cross or 
traverse the course or a re a  of such an event w hen the  
w arning flag is d isplayed, except in an em ergency.
(2) It is illegal to operate  a  w atercraft to m olest wild anim als  
or w ild birds so as to pursue, m olest, harass, drive or herd  
an y wild an im al o r wild birds, except as m ay be perm itted  
during th e  open season on that anim al.
(3 ) Personal w atercraft m ay not be operated during the hours 
betw een sunset and sunrise.
(4) W hen w atercraft are approaching each other head on, or 
nearly so, each w atercraft shall direct their course to the right 
and pass on the port side of each other and at a  distance and  
speed so that the w ake of each will not endanger the other.
(5 ) W h e n  a  w atercraft desires to pass another w atercraft on 
either s ide in the sa m e direction, the overtaking w atercraft 
shall keep  c lear of the overtaken w atercraft and shall not 
pass until it is sa fe  to do so, and then at such speed and  
distance so as  not to endanger the overtaken w atercraft. 
T h e  overtaken  w atercraft has the right-of-way until the  
overtaking w atercraft has safely passed.
(6) W h e n  w atercraft approach each other at right angles or 
obliquely, the w atercraft approaching on the right (star­
board) side has the right-of-w ay and the other w atercraft 
w hich has such w atercraft on its right side shall keep out of 
the w ay  of the o ther by directing her course to starboard so 
as to cross the  stern of the other w atercraft, or stop and  
reverse if necessary to avoid collision.
(7) W ate rcra ft under sail alone or being propelled by oars or 
paddles have the  right-of-w ay o ver w atercraft propelled by 
m achinery, excep t w hen overtaking as described in No. 2.
(8 ) In narrow  channels, stream s, thoroughfares, every w ater­
craft shall keep  to the right of the m iddle of the channel in 
the  direction which it is traveling w hen it is sa fe and  
practicable to do so.
(9) It shall be th e  duty of every operator to ab ide by these rules. 
H ow ever, w h ere  im m ediate danger exists the operator 
shall, if necessary, depart from these rules to the extent 
n ecessary to avoid collision.
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Classification of Boats
Class A: Less than 16 feet in length 
Class 1: 16 feet to less than 26 feet in length
Class 2: 26 feet to less than 40 feet in length
Class 3: 40 feet to less than 65 feet in length
Length means the distance measured from end to end over the deck, 
excluding sheer. It is the straight line measurement of the overall 
length, stated in feet and inches, from the foremost part of the vessel 
to the aftermost part measured parallel to the centerline, excluding 
outboard motors, brackets, bowsprits, rudders and similar attach­
ment.
Safety Equipment on Motorboats and Other Watercraft
The operator of any watercraft on the waters of this State shall 
be responsible to see that said craft is equipped as specified in 
this regulation. Nothing in this regulation shall be construed 
to permit the operation of any watercraft on the federal waters 
in this State unless they conform to all applicable federal laws 
and regulations pertaining thereto.
PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES (PFD)
All personal flotation devices (Types I, II, III) used aboard 
watercraft shall be Coast Guard approved, clearly labeled or 
imprinted as such, placed so as to be readily accessible in the 
craft, maintained in good and serviceable condition and of an 
appropriate size for whom the person it is intended. Devices 
designed to be thrown (Type IV) shall be immediately 
available on said craft. Devices which use kapok or fibrous 
glass for flotation material must have such material encased 
in plastic covers.
The purpose of a personal flotation device, commonly re­
ferred to as a lifejacket, is to provide additional buoyancy to 
help you float. Buoyancy is the force required to keep you 
afloat with your head and chin above water. This force is 
expressed in pounds. Several factors effect the amount of 
buoyancy that a person may need to float. These factors 
include size, weight, lung size, age, percent of body fat and 
a person's physical condition. Because of these varying 
factors, it is best to try your personal flotation device in the 
water before an actual emergency occurs to ensure that it will 
keep you afloat. Shown on the next page are the different 
types of PFD.
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Type I
This is the easiest PFD to pull on in an 
emergency and is designed for extended 
survival in rough, open water. It usually 
will turn an unconscious person face-up 
and has 22 pounds of buoyancy. This is 
the best PFD to keep you afloat in remote 
regions where rescue may be slow in 
coming.
Type II
This "classic" PFD comes in several 
sizes for adults and children and is for 
calm inland water where there is chance 
of fast rescue. It is less bulky and less 
expensive than a Type I, and may turn 
an unconscious person face-up in the 
water. It has 15.5 pounds of buoyancy.
Type III
These lifejackets are generally consid­
ered the most comfortable, with styles for 
different boating activities and sports. 
They are for use in calm water where there 
is good chance of fast rescue since they 
will generally not turn an unconscious 
person face-up. Flotation aids come in 
many sizes and have a minimum buoy- 
ance of 15.5 pounds.
Type IV (throwable)
These are designed to be thrown to a person 
in the water. Throwable devices include 
boat cushions, ring buoys, and horseshoe 
buoys. They are not designed to be worn 
and should be supplemented by a PFD. It 
is important to keep these devices easily 
accessible for emergencies, and they should 
not be used for small children, non-swim­
mers, or unconscious people.
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HOW MANY PFDs DO YOU NEED?
The U.S. C o a st  G uard  and M aine law require that you  
m ust have U S C G  approved P F D s  on  your recre­
ational boat. The num ber and type of P F D s  that you  
will need depend on the size of you r boat, the 
num ber of people on board and the age  of the people  
on board. Y our P F D 's  m ust be in go o d  and  serv ice­
able condition. If they becom e torn or water-soaked  
to the point that they will not dry out, they sh ou ld  be 
replaced. P F D s  m ust a lso  be readily available. They  
sh ou ld  not be stored aw ay or kept in their original 
packaging.
W atercraft Under 16 feet in length: If your boat is less 
than 16 feet long, or is a  canoe or kavak of anv length, 
you must have a W E A R A B LE  (T Y P E  I, II, or III) PFD  
FO R  EA CH  P E R S O N  O N  B O A R D  O N  ALL W A T E R S .
Watercraft 16 feet or longer: If you boat is 16 feet or 
longer, you must have a w earab le  PFD  (Type I, II, I I I ) for 
each person on board, PLUS at least one throwable  
device (Type IV) on board. For exam ple: If you have 3  
people on board your 16 foot boat, you need 4  PFDs - 
3 w earab le  PFDs and 1 throw able device.
M A N D A T O R Y  W E A R IN G  O F  Y O U R  P FD
W hile w earing your PFD  is not norm ally required by 
law, there are  four exceptions to this.
• Children 10 years of age  and under m ust wear 
a Type I, II, or III P FD  while on board all watercraft.
•  Anyone canoeing or kayaking on the  Saco River 
betw een Hiram  Dam  and the Atlantic O cean  b e ­
tw een January 1st and June 1st m ust wear a Type  
I, II, or III PFD.
•  A nyone operating or riding on a personal watercraft 
(jet-ski, etc.) m ust w ear a Type I, II or III PFD.
•  Any person being tow ed on w ater-skis, surfboards, 
or sim ilar devices must w ear a  life jacket, life belt, or 
similar lifesaving device.
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E X C E P T IO N S :
(1) C anoes, owned by a  boys' or girls' sum m er cam p  
located upon internal w aters in M aine and duly 
licensed by the Dept, of Hum an Services and utilized 
by cam pers under the direction and supervision of a  
cam p counselor at least 18 years of ag e  or older 
during training and instruction periods on w aters  
adjacent to the main cam p within a  distance of 5 0 0  
feet from the shoreline of that camp, shall be exem pt 
from the PFD  requirem ents.
(2) Log rafts, carrying not m ore than 2 persons and used  
on ponds or lakes or internal w aters of less than 50  
acres in area, are exem pt from carrying personal 
flotation devices.
Caring For Y our PFD
To  extend the life of your PFD s and ensure that they
rem ain in good condition:
1. Don't alter a  PFD . If your's doesn't fit, get one that 
does. Play it safe. An A ltered PFD  m ay not save your 
life in an em ergency.
2. Don't put heavy objects on your P F D  or use it for a  
kneeling pad or boat fender. PFDs lose buoyancy  
w hen crushed.
3. Let your P F D  drip-dry before putting it aw ay. A lways  
store it in a  w ell-ventilated place.
4. Don't leave your P F D  on board for long periods w hen  
the boat is not in use.
5. N ever dry your PFD  on a radiator, heater or any other 
direct heat source.
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NAVIGAT IO NAL L IGHTS
E v e ry  w ate rc ra ft in all w e a th e rs  operating  on in land  w a te rs  
from  s u n se t to  su nrise  shall c a rry  and exh ib it th e  fo llow ing  
lights w h e n  u n d e rw a y  an d  during such tim e  no o th e r lights  
w hich  m a y  be  m is tak en  fo r th o s e  p rescrib ed  sh all b e  ex h ib ­
ited. E ve ry  w h ite  light prescribed  by th is sectio n  shall be  of 
su ch  c h a ra c te r as  to  b e  visib le a t a  d is tance  o f a t le as t tw o  (2 ) 
m iles . E ve ry  co lo red  light prescribed  by th is sectio n  shall be  
of such  c h a ra c te r a s  to be  v isib le a t a  d is tan c e  of a t le a s t one
(1 ) m ile . T h e  w ord  “V is ib le” in this su bsection , w h e n  ap p lied  
to  lights, shall m e a n  visib le on a  d a rk  night w ith  c le a r  a tm o ­
sp h e re .
(1) M otorboats of C lasses A and 1: (as defined on page 21)
a. A  bright white light aft to show  all around the  
horizon.
b. A  com bined light in the fore part of the vessel and  
low er than the white light aft, showing green to  
starboard and red to port, so fixed as to throw  the  
light from right ahead  to tw o points a b aft the beam  
of their respective sides.
(2 ) M o to rb o ats  of C la s s e s  2  an d  3:
a . A  bright w h ite  light in th e  fo re  p a rt of th e  ve ss e l 
a s  n e a r th e  s te m  as  p rac ticab le , so  c o nstructed  
as  to  sh o w  an  unbroken  light o v e r  an  arc  of th e  
horizon  of tw en ty  (2 0 ) poin ts of th e  co m p as s , so  
fix ed  as  to  th ro w  th e  light ten  (1 0 ) poin ts on ea c h  
s id e  of th e  vessel; n am ely , from  th e  right a h e a d  
to  tw o  (2 ) points ab a ft th e  b e a m  on e ith e r s ide.
b. A  bright w h ite  light aft to  sh o w  all aro u n d  th e  
horizon  an d  h igh er th an  th e  w h ite  light fo rw ard .
c. O n  th e  s ta rb o ard  s ide  a  g ree n  light so  c o n ­
struc ted  as  to  sh o w  an  unb ro ken  light o v e r an  
arc  of th e  horizon  of ten  (1 0 ) poin ts of the  
co m p as s , so  fixed  as  to th ro w  th e  light fro m  right 
a h e a d  to  tw o  (2 ) points ab a ft th e  b e a m  on th e  
s ta rb o ard  side. O n  th e  port s id e  a  red light so  
co nstructed  a s  to  sh o w  a n  u n b ro k en  light o v e r  
an  a rc  of th e  horizon  of ten  (1 0 ) poin ts o f the  
co m p a s s , s o  fixed  as  to th ro w  th e  light from  right 
a h e a d  to  tw o  (£ ) points ab a ft th e  b e a m  on the  
port s ide. T h e  sa id  s ide lights sh all b e  fitted  w ith  
inboard  s c re e n s  of su ffic ient h e ig h t s o  s e t a s  to  
p rev en t th e s e  lights from  be ing  s e e n  ac ro ss  the  
bow .
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(3 ) W a te rc ra ft U n d e r Sail: E ach  m oto rb oat an d  a n y  o th er  
ty p e  of w a te rc ra ft, w h e n  prope lled  by sail a lo n e , shall 
c a rry  on ly  th e  co m b in e d  light o r s e p a ra te  s id e  lights as  
a p p ro p ria te  to  its c lass , and  in add ition , o n e  w h ite  light 
a t th e  s te rn  so  co nstructed  th a t it shall sh ow  a n  unbro ­
ken  light o v e r an  a re a  of th e  horizon  of 12  poin ts of th e  
c o m p a s s  s o  fixed  a s  to  sh ow  th e  light 6  poin ts from  right 
aft on e a c h  s ide of th e  ve ss e l.
(4 ) W a te rc ra ft U n d e r S a il an d  M otor: W h e n  p rope lled  by  
sa il an d  m a ch in ery  an y  m oto rb oat shall ca rry  th e  lights 
req u ired  by th is sectio n  for a  m o to rb o at p rope lled  by  
m a c h in e ry  only.
(5 ) W a te rc ra ft M a n u a lly  P rope lled : All o th e r w a te rc ra ft, not 
p ro p e lled  by  m ach inery , such  a s  row boats , c a n o e s  an d  
rafts , an d  w hich  a re  only o p e ra te d  by  hand pow er, 
row ed , p a d d led  or n av ig a ted  by  th e  cu rren t shall h a ve  
re a d y  at hand  a  lan tern  o rfla sh lig h t sh ow ing  a  w h ite  light 
w h ich  sh all b e  exh ib ited  in su ffic ien t tim e  to  p rev en t 
collis ion.
(6 ) W a te rc ra ft A t A nchor: A n y  m oto rb oat an ch o red  on  
so le ly  in ternal w a te rs  from  su n se t to  su nrise , w h ile  
o c cu p ie d  by a  person o r persons, m a y  d isp lay  in lieu of 
th e  a b o v e  nav igation  light, a  s ing le  w h ite  light show ing  
all a rou nd  th e  horizon  (3 2  poin ts).
(7 ) E n fo rc e m e n t Lights: O n ly  th o s e  w ate rc ra ft used  by a n y  
la w  e n fo rc e m e n t o fficer au th o rize d  to en fo rce  th is reg u ­
lation o r a n y  of th e  law s of T itle  12, C h a p te r  7 1 5 , a re  
p e rm itted  to  use o r d isp lay  a  d is tinctive b lue co lo red , 
pu lsatin g  o r revolving light fo r th e  p u rposes  of en fo rc ing  
th e s e  la w s on th e  w a te rs  of th is S ta te  in add ition  to  an y  
o th e r naviga tion  lights requ ired .
(8 ) T o w b o a ts : T o w b o a ts , w h en  tow ing  b oom s o r rafts of 
w o o d  products  on so le ly  in ternal w a te rs  of th is s ta te , 
sh all d isp lay, in addition to  th e  requ ired  lights fo r sa id  
w a te rc ra ft, a  flash ing  o r pu lsating  a m b e r light on e ith er  
o r both th e  to w b o a t an d  th e  to w ed  raft.
(9 ) In te rn atio n a l Lights: A n y  w ate rc ra ft using In te rnation al 
W a te rs  b e tw e e n  su n se t and  su n rise  m ust d isp lay  lights  
requ ired  u n d e r In ternation al R eg u la tio n s  fo r P reven tin g  
C ollis ions  a t S e a  (C o lreg s  1 9 7 2 ). L ights un d e r In te rn a ­
tiona l R u le s  m a y be  sh ow n on in land  w ate rs .
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Inland
These lights may be shown only on inland waters.
POWER ALONE SAIL AND POWER
UNDER 26' IN LENGTH 
32PTS. 2 MI.
32PTS. 2 MI
COMB. 20 PTS. 1 MI. COMB. 20 PTS. 1 MI.
26' TO 65' IN LENGTH
32 PTS. 2 MI 32 PTS
10 PTS. 1 MI.
'Green J White ,
20 PTS. 2 MI.
Green
lOpts. 1 mi. 20pts. 2 m:
AUXILIARY: SAIL ALONE SAILBOATS
COMB. 20 PTS. 1 MI COMB. 20 PTS. 1 MI
10 PTS. 1 MI
Manually propelled vessels 
shall have a white light 
ready to be temporarily 
exhibited in time to prevent 
collision
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INTERNATIONAL RULES
Lights under International Rules may be shown on inland 
waters and are required on the high seas.
POWER ALONE SAIL AND POWER
LESS THAN 40' IN LENGTH 
CARRIED 3 FT.
HIGHER THAN 
COLORED LIGHTS
20 PTS. 3 M ^
20 PTS. 3 MI.
12 PTS. 2 ML II \
12 pts^ TmT ' ^ ^ I ^ ^ ^
COMB. 20 PTS. 1 MI.
OR 10 PTS. SEPARATE SIDELIGHTS
COMB. 20 PTS. 1 MI. OR 
10 PTS. SEPARATE SIDELIGHTS
POWER - 40' BUT LESS THAN 65' SAILING VESSELS OVER 40'
LOCATED 9 FT. 
ABOVE GUNNELS
10 P T S /l MI. OR 20 PTS. COMB.
AUXILIARY: SAIL ALONE SAILBOATS
10 PTS. 2 MI.
3 FT. SCREEN ON SIDELIGHTS
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
Fire extinguishers are classified by letters and numbers accord­
ing to the type and size fire they can put out. The letter "B" 
indicates this fire extinguisher is capable o f putting out a fire 
caused by flammable liquids, such as gasoline or oil. Never 
attempt to use water to put out a gasoline or oil fire. This will only 
spread the fire. Fire extinguishers should be checked for cracked 
or broken hoses. Always keep the nozzles free o f any obstruc­
tions. Check the pressure gauges for proper pressure. M akesure 
that locking pins and sealing wires are in place. W hen a fire 
extinguisher is required, it must be kept in condition for imme­
diate use and placed so as to be readily accessible at all times.
When Are Fire Extinguishers Required?
The following chart shows the minimum number of B-1 hand 
portable fire extinguishers required:*
Class o f  
Motorboat
No Fixed Fire Extinguishing 
System in Machinery Space
Fixed Fire Extinguishing 
System in Machinery Space
A 1 0
1 1 0
2 2 1
3 3 2
Motorboats of Classes A and 1 which are propelled by 
outboard motors and are not carrying passengers for hire are 
not required to carry such fire extinguishers if the construction 
of such motorboats will not permit the entrapment of explo­
sive or flammable gases or vapors. Bait wells, glove compart­
ments, ice chests, open slatted floors and sealed compart­
ments completely filled with buoyant flotation material are 
not considered to be a closed compartment.
NOTE: Whether or not your motorboat is required to carry a 
fire extinguisher, it is always a good idea to have one on board 
in case an emergency arises.
VENTILATION
Regulations require ventilation of all enclosed engine and fuel 
tank compartments on gasoline powered boats. Ventilation 
ducts must be at least two inches in diameter. Intake ducting 
must extend midway to the bilge, or at least below carburetor 
air intake level. Exhaust ducting must extend from the lower 
bilge to cowls in the open air. Manufacturers install exhaust 
blowers in engine compartments so gasoline fumes can be 
removed before engines are started.
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B A C K F IR E  F LA M E  A R R E S T O R S
Internal combustion engines m ay backfire. T o  protect against 
fire, all m otorboats, except outboards and d iesels, m ust have  
a  C oast G uard approved backfire flam e arresting device on 
each carburetor.
M U F F L E R S
M otorboats must be equipped at all tim es with an effective and  
suitable muffling device to effectively deaden or m uffle the  
noise of the exhaust. It is unlawful to tamper with a motor- 
boat muff ler system  in any wav which increases the sound  
decibels. A  person who tampers with a motorboat muffler 
system  is subject to a civil penalty of up to $100. Excessive  
noise from a poorly muffled or an unm uffled motor not only  
disturbs others but m ay prevent you from hearing voices, 
signals or sounds warning you of danger.
N O IS E  L IM IT S  (Effective Ju ly  9.1998)
it is uniawfuLto operate a  w atercraft tha t exceeds the noise limit 
if: that w atercraft w as m anufactured on or after January 1 ,1 9 9 8  
and em its m ore than 78  decibel? of sound pressure a t a  
distance of 5 0  fee t qr, if m anufactured before Ja n u ary .! ,  1 9 S 8  
and em its m ore than 82 decibels of sound pressure at a  
distance of 5 0  fee t
W H IS T L E  (H O RN ) A N D  B E L L  R E Q U IR E M E N T S
Every motorboat must be provided with an  efficient whistle, 
horn or other sound producing device. S e e  the chart below  for 
requirem ents. M otorboats propelled by outboard motors w hile  
com peting in authorized races or use as is incidental to tuning 
up of such boats for a  race need not com ply with these  
requirem ents. Except on em ergency or enforcem ent motor- 
boats or to give fog signals, no sirens shall be used.
Length of Vessel Type of Device
Less than 39'4" 
No bell required
Some means of making efficient sound signals
39'4" to 657" 
Bell required
Whistle audible for 1/2 mile.
657“ to 245'11" 
Bell required
Whistle audible for 1 mile.
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V IS U A L  D IS T R E S S  S IG N A L S
A ny boat 16  fee t or m ore in length or any boat carrying six or 
less passengers for hire on coastal w aters m ust carry U .S . 
C oast G uard approved visual distress signals (which m ust be  
readily available and in good serviceab le condition). D evices  
su itable for day use and devices suitable for night use, or 
devices suitable for both day and night use m ust be carried.
B etw een sunset and sunrise, no person m ay use a  boat less  
than 16 fee t in length on coastal w aters unless U .S . C oast 
G uard approved visual distress signals suitable for night use  
are  on board.
N o person m ay use a  boat unless the required U .S . C oast 
G uard  approved visual distress signals are  readily availab le  
and in good and serviceab le condition.
Exceptions. T h e  following persons are  exem pt from  carrying  
visual distress devices suitable for day use, how ever, they  
m ust carry on board U .S . C oast G uard approved visual distress  
signals suitable for night use w hen operating betw een sunset 
and sunrise
a. A  person com peting in any organized m arine parade, 
regatta, race or sim ilar event;
b. A  person using a  m anually propelled boat; or
c. A  person using a  sailboat of com pletely open construc­
tion, not equipped with propulsion m achinery, under 
26 ' in length.
PERSONAL W ATERCRAFT REQUIREMENTS
• A ny person under years of ag e m ay not operate  a  
personal w atercraft which includes jet-skis.
• A nyone operating or riding on a  personal w atercraft m ust 
w ea r a  Type I, II or III PFD.
•  T h e  parent or guardian of a  minor under 18 years of ag e  
is responsible for the minor's actions while operating a  
personal w atercraft.
•  Personal w atercraft m ay not be operated during the hours 
betw een  sunset and sunrise.
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LAWS/REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO A IRM O BILES
This subchapter is in no way to be construed as giving license or 
permission to cross or go on the property of another. Any person 
operating an airmobile upon the land of another shall stop and  
identify himself upon the request of the landowner or his duly 
authorized representative. Any person in violation shall be held 
accountable to the owner under existing law. If restrictions on 
operation are posted on the land of another, the person operating 
the airmobile shall observe those restrictions.
Public Way: Airmobiles cannot be operated on a  public w ay  
except as follows: Properly registered airmobiles m ay cross 
public ways, sidewalks and culverts as directly as possible, but in 
no case exceeding 30 0  yards. A properly registered airmobile 
m ay cross w here there is a  bridge, overpass or underpass, as 
directly as possible, but in no case exceeding 50 0  yards. All 
crossings are subject to the following conditions:
(1) Persons m ay cross public ways only if the crossing can be 
m ade safely and does not interfere with vehicular traffic 
approaching from either direction;
(2) Th e  operator of the airmobile shall dismount and lead the  
m achine along the extrem e right of the traveled way; and
(3) Th e  operator of the airmobile must com e to a  complete  
stop and shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicular traffic.
Railroad Tracks: Airmobiles cannot be operated along or 
adjacent and parallel to the tracks of any railroad within the limits 
of the railroad right-of-way without written permission from the  
railroad.
Certain buildings: Airmobiles cannot be operated within 20 0  
feet of a  dwelling, hospital, nursing home, convalescent hom e or 
church. This section does not apply :
(1) W hen crossing a  public w ay as described above.
(2) W hen operating on the frozen surface of any body of water; 
and
(3) W hen operating on land which the operator owns or is 
permitted to use.
Noise Limits: The noise from an airmobile cannot exceed 78  
decibels of sound pressure at 50  feet on the "A" scale, as  
m easured by the Society of Automobile Engineers Standards J- 
192. An airmobile is not required to stay within the noise limit if 
it is being operated in a  race covered by the required racing 
permit.
Sw im m in g  Areas: A n a irm o b ile  ca n n o t b e  o p e ra te d  on a  
b e a c h  a d ja c e n t to  a n  a re a  m a rk e d  o r b u o y ed  fo r sw im m ing .
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Harbor Masters
T h e  m un ic ipal o fficers  of a  tow n  w h ich  in c lu d es  o r borders  
a n  in land  w a te rw a y  m a y  ap po in t a  h a rb o r m a s te r  fo r a  te rm  
of not less th an  o n e  y e a r  an d  m a y  es tab lish  th e  h a rb o r  
m a s te r's  c o m p en satio n . T h e  h a rb o r m a s te r  is s u b jec t to  all 
th e  du ties  an d  liab ilities of th a t o ffice  a s  p res crib e d  by  s ta te  
law , m un ic ip al o rd in a n ce s  an d  ru les p ro m u lg a te d  by th e  
m unicip ality . T h e  m un icipal o fficers  m a y  re m o v e  th e  h arb o r  
m a s te r  fro m  office fo r ca u s e , d e c la re d  in w riting , a fte r  d u e  
notice to  th e  h arb o r m a s te r an d  a  hearin g , if req u es te d .
T h e  m un ic ip al o fficers m a y  prohib it a  h a rb o r m a s te r  from  
m a kin g  an  a rres t o r carry ing  a  w e a p o n . H a rb o r m a s te rs  
w h o  a re  not proh ib ited  from  m akin g  arres ts  m a y  a rre s t an d  
d e liv e r to  th e  la w  en fo rc e m e n t au th orities  on sh o re  an y  
p e rs o n  co m m itting  an  as sa u lt upon th e m  or a n o th e r  person  
ac ting  un d e r th e ir au thority .
A  h a rb o r m a s te r ap po in ted  u n d e r th is sectio n  sh all en fo rc e  
th e  w a te rc ra ft law s of th e  S ta te  an d  th e  m un ic ip a lity  on an y  
w a te r  w ith in  the  jurisdiction of th e  m un ic ipality .
W h o e v e r  neg lec ts  o r re fu ses  to  o b e y  a n y  law fu l o rd e r of a  
h a rb o r m a s te r au th o rize d  p u rs u an t to  th is sectio n  co m m its  
a  C la s s  E crim e.
T h e  m un icipal o fficers  of 2  or m o re  m u n ic ip a lities  th a t 
b o rd e r on th e  s a m e  in land w a te rs  m a y  jo in tly  ap p o in t a  
s in g le  h arb o r m a s te r w h o  sh all h a v e  au th o rity  o v e r th e  
ju risd ic tions of all th e  partic ipating  m un ic ip alities .
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Littering prohibited (Title 17. 522641
N o person m ay throw, drop, deposit, discard or otherw ise  
dispose of litter in any m anner or am ount: in or on any public 
highway, road, street, alley, public right-of-w ay or other public 
lands, except in containers, receptacles, or on property that is 
designated for disposal of garbage and refuse; or in any fresh­
w ater lake, river, stream , tidal or coastal w ater or on ice over 
the w ater. When any litter is thrown or discarded from a 
watercraft both the operator of the watercraft, unless it is 
a watercraft being used for the carriage of passengers for 
hire, and the person actually d isp osin g  of the litter are in 
violation of this section. This subsection does not prohibit 
persons who fish, lobster or otherwise harvest from the 
water from returning to the water harvested products, bait 
and sim ilar materials that naturally originate in the water.
U nless otherw ise indicated, a  person who disposes of litter in 
violation of this chapter com m its a  civil violation and is subject 
to a  forfeiture of not m ore than $ 2 0 0  nor less than $ 2 5  for the  
first violation and a  forfeiture of not m ore than $ 5 0 0  nor less  
than $ 1 0 0  for a  subsequent violation. In addition to the  
forfeitures im posed by this section, the court m ay order a  
person adjudicated to rem ove the litter dum ped in violation of 
section 2264; pay the ow ner of the property triple the ow ner’s 
cost of c lean-up or rem oval of the litter; or pay the person  
sustaining d am ages arising out of a  violation of this subsection  
triple the actual dam ages or $ 2 0 0 , w hichever am ount is 
greater, plus the injured party’s court costs and attorney’s fees  
if action results in a  civil proceeding.
Discharge of W aste from Watercraft (Title 38. S423)
N o person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall d is­
charge, spill or perm it to be discharged sew age, garbage, or 
other w aste  m ateria l from a  w atercraft or houseboat, into 
inland w aters of this S tate , or on the ice thereof, or on the banks  
thereof in such a  m anner that the sam e m ay fall or be w ashed  
into such w aters, or in such m anner that the drainage therefrom  
m ay flow  into such waters.
A ny w atercraft or houseboat, operated upon the inland w aters  
of this S ta te  and having a  perm anently installed sanitary w aste  
disposal system  shall have securely affixed to the interior 
discharge opening of said sanitary w aste disposal system  a  
holding tank or suitable container for holding sanitary w as te  
m aterial so as to prevent its discharge or drainage into the  
inland w aters of the State. T h e  holding tank for sanitary w ater  
w aste m ust not in any w ay be connected to any through-hull 
fitting.
W h o ever violates any provision of this section or any regulation  
adopted under authority of this section shall be guilty of a  
m isdem eanor and shall be punished by a  fine or not m ore than  
$ 5 00 .
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Watercraft Sew age Pump-Out Facilities at Marinas (S423B)
M a rin a s  serv ing  co asta l w a te rs  shall p rov ide, o r  prov ide  
th rough  co n tra ctu a l ag re e m e n ts , fac ilities  to  re m o v e  sa n i­
ta ry  w a s te  fro m  th e  hold ing tan k s  of w a te rc ra ft. For 
p u rp o s es  o f th is sectio n , “m a rin a ” m e a n s  a n y  co m m e rc ia l 
fac ility  th a t prov ides supplies  an d  se rv ic e s  an d  has the  
ca p a c ity  to  prov ide slip sp a c e  o r m oo rings fo r 1 8  o r m o re  
v e s s e ls  w h ich  e x c e e d  2 4  fe e t in length.
Mooring Watercraft to Buoys or Beacons: Destruction 
of Sam e (Title 17. S24971
W h o e v e r  m oo rs a  ve ss e l, boat, sc o w  or raft to  a n y  buoy or 
b e aco n , p la ce d  by th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o r th is S ta te  in a n y  of 
th e  n a v ig a b le  w a te rs  of this S ta te , or in a n y  m a n n e r  m a ke s  
th e  s a m e  fas t th ere to , forfeits  $5 0 ; an d  w h o e v e r  w illfu lly  
d e stro ys  a n y  such  buoy or b e aco n  shall fo rfe it $ 1 0 0  an d  be  
im p riso n ed  fo r3  m onths. S a id  fo rfe itu res  m a y b e  rec o ve re d  
by co m p la in t o r civil action, 1 /2  to  th e  pla intiff o r in fo rm er  
an d  1 /2  to  th e  co unty  in w hich  th e  trial is had.
Injuring or cutting loose booms, rafts, vesse ls  or boats; 
civil action for dam ages (Title 17. S 2499)
W h o e v e r  w illfu lly o r m alic iously, w ithout c o n se n t of th e  
o w n er, cu ts  a w a y , lets loose, in jures o r destro ys  a n y  boom , 
raft o r logs or o th e r lum ber, or an y  v e ss e l, gon d o la , sc o w  or 
o th e r bo a t, fa s te n e d  to  a n y  p lace , of w h ich  he  is not th e  
o w n e r o r lega l possessor, shall be  pun ished  by a  fin e  o r not 
m o re  th an  $ 5 0 0  an d  by im prisonm ent fo r less th an  o n e  year; 
an d  sh all b e  liab le  to th e  person  in jured in a  civil ac tion  for  
d o u b le  th e  d a m a g e s  by  him  su sta in ed .
Marine G as Tax and Public Facilities for Boats (Title 36. 
§  2903-A  and T itle 38, Subchapter 8)
T h e  L e g is la tu re  d e te rm in e d  th a t 2 .0 0 %  of all g a so lin e  ta x  
re v e n u e  is used  fo r m a rin e  purposes . A fte r ta x  refund s a re  
m a d e  to  co m m e rc ia l m oto rb oat users, th e  re m a in d e r is 
div ided  8 0 %  to  th e  es tab lish m en t of th e  B oating  Facilities  
Fun d  a d m in is te red  by th e  S ta te  P ark  and  R e c re a tio n  C o m ­
m ission , an d  2 0 %  to  th e  D ep a rtm e n t of M a rin e  R es o u rce s  
fo r fis h ery  pro jects . T h e  B oating  Facilities  Fund  fin a n ce s  
th e  acqu is ition , construction  an d  m a in te n a n c e  o f public  
boating  s ites , a c c e s s  a re a s  on all w a te rs  an d  nav iga tiona l 
a id s  fo r b o a ters .
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Limited Liability for Recreational or Harvesting Activities
1. Definitions: (Title 14, §159-A)
A. “Prem ises” shall m ean improved and unimproved lands,
private ways, any buildings or structures on those lands 
and w aters standing on, flowing through or adjacent to 
those lands.
B. “Recreational or harvesting activities” m eans recre­
ational activities conducted out-of-doors, including hunt­
ing, fishing, trapping, camping, hiking, sight-seeing, 
operation of snow-traveling and all-terrain vehicles, 
skiing, hang-gliding, boating, sailing, canoeing, rafting 
or swimming or activities that involve harvesting or 
gathering forest products. It shall include entry, use of 
and passage over premises in order to pursue these  
activities.
2. Limited Duty. An owner, lessee or occupant of premises 
shall ow e no duty of care to keep the premises safe for entry 
or use by others for recreational or harvesting activities or to 
give warning of any hazardous condition, use, structure or 
activity on these premises to persons entering for those 
purposes.
3. Permissive use. An owner, lessee or occupant who gives 
permission to another to pursue recreational or harvesting 
activities on the prem ise shall not thereby:
A. Extend any assurance that the premises a re  safe for 
those purposes.
B. M ake the person to whom permission is granted an  
invitee or licensee to whom a duty of care is owed; or
C . Assum e responsibility for or incur liability for any injury 
to persons or property caused by any act of persons to  
whom the permission is granted.
4. Limitations on section. This section shall not limit the liability 
which would otherwise exist:
A. For a  willful or malicious failure to guard or to warn  
against a  dangerous condition, use, structure or activ­
ity;
B. For an injury suffered in any case w here permission to 
pursue any recreational or harvesting activities w as  
granted for a  consideration other than the consider­
ation, if any, paid to the landowner by the State; or
C. For an injury caused, by acts of persons to whom  
permission to pursue any recreational or harvesting  
activities was granted, to other persons to whom the  
person granting permission, or the owner, lessee or 
occupant of the premises, owed a  duty to keep the  
prem ises safe or to warn of danger.
5. No duty created. Nothing in this section shall create a duty 
of care or ground of liability for injury to a  person or property.
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Boating Supplies Checklist
U s e  th e  follow ing b oating su pp lies  ch eck lis t a s  a  g u id e  fo r  
th e  m ateria ls  you  should  h a v e  w ith  yo u  on a  b oa ting  trip. 
A dd to  this list as  requ ired . T h e  item s yo u  m a y  ac tu a lly  
n e ed  will va ry  dep en d in g  upon th e  ty p e  of b o a t a n d  w a te r, 
a s  w ell as  th e  boating activ ity  you  p lan  to  en joy.
•  P ro p e r C o a s t G u a rd  a p p ro ved  P F D s  fo r e a c h  p erson  
on board. T h e  P F D s  m u st be  properly  s ize d  an d  in 
good condition. F or bo a ts  1 6  fe e t a n d  o v er, you  m ust 
h a ve  an add itiona l th ro w ab le  d e v ic e .
•  A pproved , fu lly c h arg ed  fire  ex tin g u ish e rs  fo r  
m oto rb oats .
• B ell o r w h istle , as  requ ired .
•  V is u a l d is tress signalling  d e v ic es .
•  P ad d les  o r oars .
•  A ncho r an d  an ch o r line.
•  To o l kit, sp a re  parts , bail bu c ke t an d  flash light.
•  A n y  n e ed e d  ch arts , tid e  tab le , cu rren t tab le , 
navigation  eq u ipm ent.
•  F o r long er outings or outings to  a  rem o te  location , 
o th e r item s such as  food , w a te r  an d  su rv iva l 
eq u ip m e n t could  be  ad d e d  to  yo u r check lis t.
Boating Operation Checklist
S a fe  operation  of a  b oa t d e p e n d s  g re a tly  on p ro p e r  
m a in te n a n c e  an d  p rep aratio n . T h e  ac tions of th e  o p e ra ­
to r a n d  p a sse n g ers  a re  a lso  im portan t in en su rin g  a  s a fe  
an d  en jo ya b le  trip. T h e  ch eck lis t b e lo w  inc ludes  item s  
w hich  ca n  en su re  th e  s a fe  o u tc o m e of y o u r trip . S o m e  of 
th e s e  item s will be  th e  s a m e , no m a tte r  w h a t kind of 
boating  you do. H o w eve r, to  m a k e  s u re  th a t all poin ts a re  
c o vere d , c re a te  yo u r ow n ch eck lis t an d  ad d  to  it as  
e x p e rie n c e  ind icates.
•  Full fuel tank .
•  Lights and  horn w orking .
•  B oat c h eck ed  fo r leaks , ba iled  out, b oa t p lug in.
•  Fue l lines and  tan k s  c h e c k e d  fo r le aks .
•  W e a th e r  an d  w a te r  conditions a re  su itab le .
•  All g e a r  an d  supplies  p ro p erly  s to w e d  an d  se cu re .
•  P ro p e lle r in good co ndition, lo w er unit fre e  of debris .
•  P a s s e n g e rs  s e a te d  an d  b rie fed  on e m e rg e n c y  
pro c ed u res . T h e ir  P F D s  should  b e  c h e c k e d  fo r  
p ro p e r fit.
•  O p e ra to r a lert, so b er an d  ready .
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BOATERS
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